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Building political will for a livable world 



To solve this crisis 

ordinary people  

like you and me 

have to organize and   

educate ourselves.  
 

 

We have to give up 

 our hopelessness, 

 our powerlessness,  

and gain the skills to  

be effective with our government. 

 

 -Marshall Saunders, Founder 

 



  

òMen Wanted for hazardous Journey.   

Small wages, bitter cold, long months of complete 

darkness, constant danger, safe return doubtful.   

Honour and recognition in case of success.ó  

-- Ernest Shackleton 
 

 



v   

Marshall Saunders founded six successful 
nonprofits. He was given the Grameen 
Foundation Humanitarian Award in 2009. 

 

Marshall started by addressing poverty 
working with RESULTS.org to lobby 
Congress to fund tens of millions of 
microloans to poor families.   

 

RESULTS got results! Over 30 years, 
RESULTS persuaded Congress to increase 
its $25 million in worldwide poverty aid to 
$500 million! How? By organizing groups 
of volunteers and training them to work 
with members of Congress.  

v   

 
Rachel Ginis CCL group Leader and Marshall Saunders 



v As Marshall came to 
understand climate 
science, he realized 
that to help the poor, 
he must address the 
climate crisis. 

v He searched for an 
organization using 
RESULTS methods to 
help heal our warming 
planet.  

v Finding none, he 
founded Citizens 
Climate Lobby (CCL) in 
2007. 

 

Public recycled art 



v To create the political will for a stable climate. 

v To empower individuals to have breakthroughs in exercising their 
personal and political power. 

  
CCL is a nonpartisan, nonprofit with both 501(c)(3) and 501(c) 4) designations. 

 



Our children need us to act now. 
 

v In only three years Citizens Climate 

Lobby has grown to 35 volunteer groups 

internationally.   

v We bring together the best scientific and 

economic information for effective 

solutions to energy problems. 

v We build respectful relationships with 

our Congress members to open doors to 

legislative solutions. 

 



Three things prevent people from making a difference:  

1. Hopelessness surrounding a daunting problem 

2. Lack of information and skills 

3. Lack of support 



v Education:  Volunteer lobby 

teams meet together, in 

person, for a monthly 

conference call with experts 

who educate us.  

 

v We take actions:  We pledge 

to take specific steps during 

the following month to build 

support for effective climate 

action. 



Our ultimate goal is to get effective 

climate/energy legislation passed. 

We have written a proposed bill. 



We build support in 
several effective 
ways: 

 

v We use 
newspapers and 
other media to 
communicate our 
views to the public. 

v We motivate 
community 
members to voice 
our views to 
Congress. 

v We directly interact with Congress 

membersñthat is, we lobby. 

 



v Volunteers like to do 

things together and are 

more effective together.   

v Teams practice speaking, 

visit their Members of 

Congress and write letters 

together.   

v Teams provide support to 

each other, have fun, and 

encourage breaking 

through comfort zones to 

emerge as community 

leaders.    

 

Citizens meet in local district U.S. Senate office 



v The Group Leader  is 

supported by CCLõs 

staff on a weekly 

conference call with 

other Group 

Leaders.   

v We share òreports 

from the fieldó and 

motivate each other.   

 



v A guest speaker and coordinated action items ensure 

Partners have the latest scientific and legislative information 

and that we are aligned on strategy.   

v Each team 
meets together, 
usually the first 
Saturday of the 
month 10:00 
AM Pacific, 
1:00 PM 
Eastern.   

 



 

Examples: 

 

v Request a face-to-face meeting 
with senators and/or 
representatives or staff. 

 

v Write letters to editors in 
response to editorials, news 
stories, or about proposed bills 
in Congress. 

 

v Request a meeting with a 
member of the editorial board. 

  

 

 



v Clarity is the basis for talking 

to members of Congress, 

writing letters to the editor 

and talking to friends and 

neighbors.  

v Each month teams are given a 

focused Laser Talk to 

communicate complex issues 

thoughtfully and clearly. 

v After the call, they practice 

the Laser Talk.  

 

Capitol architecture on the Hill 

v If we articulate, we can be dangerous to ignorance and apathy. 



v Outreach and growth are 
priorities.  Grassroots 
advocacy = building 
political will for change. 

 

v We invite friends, family 
and the public to 
community meetings and 
events to learn about 
climate solutions and to 
consider joining CCL.   

 Event to stress the need to return CO2 to 350 parts per million. 



v CCL influences public and congressional opinion by getting 

editorials, op-eds and letters to the editor published.   

v CCLõs Communications Director gives timely editing help.    



v Common Ground: We build strong 
respectful relationships with Congress 
members.   

  

v We demonstrate community support:  
We bring community members and 
people who would not ordinarily be 
thought of as advocates to join us.  

 

v We get published:  Congress members 
pay close attention to local and national 
media to gauge public opinion.  

 

v We offer solutions:  We base these on 
the best scientific and economic data. 

 

 
Lobby day on Capitol Hill at the international conference 



Politicians do not 

create political will,  

 

They respond to it. 

 
 

-Mark Reynolds,  

Executive Director 



v Often citizens view 
elected officials with 
cynicism and disdain. If 
we expect very little, 
thatõs exactly what weõll 
get.  

 

v In contrast, we value 
elected officials and 
the work that they do. 
They appreciate that, 
and willingly work with 
us. 



v CCL hosted its first national 
conference in Washington, D.C.  
Volunteers took our message to 56 
meetings with House and Senate 
offices.  

  

v We published our first economic 
report,  Building a Green Economy, by 
volunteer Joseph Robertson. We now 
use it as a resource with the media 
and members of Congress.  

  

v We wrote our first legislative proposal, 
The Carbon Fee and Dividend Act. 
Climate scientist Dr. James Hansen 
introduced it at an Earth Day rally on 
the National Mall in Washington.  

http://citizensclimatelobby.org/node/434
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/node/434
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/node/457
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/node/457
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/Carbon Fee and Dividend Act of 2010.pdf


In the first half of 
2011é 
 

v54 letters to the 
editor published. 

v24 op-eds and 
articles published  

v167 meetings with 
congressional 
offices 

 
 

 

 



 

 

v Dr. James Hansen ð Keynote speaker 

v 144 meetings in Washington DC 
 

 


