A scale for champions

In order to create the political will for a sustainable climate, we must build champions in Congress and Parliament on our issues. We’ve developed a scale from 1 to 5 that will help you to assess where your member of Congress or Parliament (MoC/MoP) falls and to help you strategize the next steps you need to take with them.

On the group planning summary form, we’ve asked you to indicate where your representatives and senators might fall on the champion scale. We’ve defined the numbers on that scale as follows:

1. Opponent: Actively opposes us on our issues and will vote against us when the opportunity arises to be counted. Aides do not pass our requests on to the MoC/MoP. Climate change deniers would fall into this category.

2. Neutral: Could vote with us or against us on our issues. They appear generally uninformed about out issues. Their aides are not very responsive.

3. Supporter: Generally says “yes” to requests for co-sponsoring bills or signing letters. Will meet with group once a year. Aides are responsive, attend briefings when we request. 

4. Leader: Takes the lead on an issue by introducing bill or being an initial co-sponsor of legislation, initiating a sign-on letter. Meets with group or staff more than once a year. Speaks on CCL conference calls.

5. Champion: Does whatever it takes to pass legislation, change minds and make desired change happen. Meets 4+ times a year with group and staff. Works to assure there are hearings on the issues. Speaks to leadership regularly and reports back.

