Fee and Dividend Questions and Concerns

I could never vote for a new tax
· Our proposal meets the requirements of the tax pledge some republicans have signed, stating they will not vote for any climate bill that increases government revenues
· The other option is cap and trade or EPA regulation
Putting a price on carbon will be a jobs killer
· There are 82,000 coal mining jobs in the U. S., 184,000 if you include all related including transportation
· The Department of Energy predicts 20% of electricity will come from wind by 2030 adding 500,000 jobs 
· The new economy will be dominated by clean renewable jobs
· If we wait longer to act, China and Germany will dominate these industries

What are the practical implications of your proposed fee
· 70% of households would receive a monthly dividend equal to or greater than any increase in energy cost
· $15.00 a ton fee for CO-2 emissions would equal 13 cents a gallon in gas costs.
You are not from the U. S.
· I am here as a Canadian and as a citizen of the world, we have a worldwide problem and on the big issues, like this one,  we look to you to for leadership

· Although I am a German citizen I have decided to start a CCL chapter because I believe it is important that regular people have a voice in democracy

Climate change is a hoax /denier argument
· President Lincoln established the National Academy of Sciences so we could ask the question, what does the science say on this issue.  Their reports (the NAS) are unequivocal.

· Reducing our dependence on foreign oil increases national security have you looked into the military’s view on this

· Vatican report (elaborate)

· Climate scientists have been predicting for decades an increase in the frequency and severity of weather related events

It is impossible to pass a bill with this congress (they are blockheads)
· We know it is hard and have great respect for your public service

· We are prepared to give you enormous support

· 105 congressional meetings last year, project over 230 this year

· Show media packet

· Are they familiar with RESULTS

· Outreach, to faith, military and corporate partners, making educational presentations to the public

There are better uses for the money than another government handout, like deficit reduction
· There are many good issues this revenue could be used for, including deficit reduction, R&D, mass transportation, propping up Medicare and Social Security

· Many economists believe the dividend will be stimulative and help preserve and create jobs

· We prefer the dividend so the poor and middle class are not overly burdened and so winners and losers are determined by the market not legislation

The problem is renewables are not cost competitive

· True, partially because the playing field is not level.  Fossil fuels receive 20 billion dollars a year in federal subsidies

· We also support the elimination of ethanol subsidies

· Let’s not underestimate the  power of American entrepreneur’s and the profit motive 

I prefer a payroll tax reduction to a dividend
•
Many people think it would encourage hiring if the reduction was on the employee and   employer
•
Easier to maintain support when people get a monthly check

•
Rep. Larson is the best bill we have seen in the House.  With a few adjustments we could support it.  The revenue return mechanism is a payroll tax deduction instead of a dividend.  We would want retired and unemployed people to be addressed, the concept of offset projects eliminated and have the revenue return be 100%, instead of the approximately 80%.
We need more nuclear power plants to be built.

· Let’s agree that nuclear plants do not emit CO-2.  And, Dr. James Hansen, the keynote speaker for our conference, is in favor of your position.  CCL does not take a position on nuclear power although I personally am _______________.

I think we need a cap to achieve emission reduction certainty
•
Cap and Trade has failed in the Senate four times, we do not think it is politically viable
•
We are working with Sen. Cantwell and Sen. Collins on a better CLEAR ACT


Increase dividend to 100%, get rid of offsets and trading
•
Developing economies will not agree to a cap

We can drill our way out of this problem

· Increased US production will not bring down worldwide prices

· Importing from the Canadian tar sands will take more energy than it generates and requires huge swaths of land to be degraded environmentally
