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CCL Monthly Conference Call
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011
 
Group Meetings from 9:45 AM – 12:15 PM Pacific
Call from 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM Pacific   (1:00 PM EST)
 
Call in number: 1-866-642-1665 pass code 440699#

Guest Speaker: Anthony Leiserowitz, Center for Climate Change Communication at George Mason University
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Anthony Leiserowitz, PhD, is director of the Yale Project on Climate Change and a research scientist at the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale University. He is also a principal investigator at the Center for Research on Environmental Decisions at Columbia University. He is a widely recognized expert on American and international public opinion on global warming, including public perception of climate change risks, support and opposition for climate policies, and willingness to make individual behavioral change. His research investigates the psychological, cultural, political, and geographic factors that drive public environmental perception and behavior. 

Download Dr. Leiserowitz' recent study: "Climate Change in the American Mind"

Actions:
1)  Practice the laser talk.

2)  Write a letter to President Obama to stop the Keystone XL pipeline.  

3) Write a letter to the editor about creating jobs in clean tech with a price on carbon.

Note: At the end of your meeting, report your numbers in an email to Steve Valk at steve.valk@citizensclimatelobby.org  Include number of meeting participants and actions to be taken.
CCL Laser Talk September 2011

Carbon price will motivate investment in clean-energy jobs
President Obama has unveiled a comprehensive proposal to create new jobs to reduce our nation’s 9 percent unemployment rate. Much of that proposal, however, relies on government spending, which the current Congress is reluctant to do.

But there is a way to create new jobs without federal spending: Put a fee on carbon-based fuels that will motivate massive investments in clean energy.

A recent report from the Brookings Institution
 finds that over the past seven years, clean-tech jobs have grown at twice the rate of other jobs. These jobs pay nearly 20 percent higher than the national average, and they are heavily based in manufacturing and exports. Investment in this sector holds the best potential for new jobs.

The S&P 500 is sitting on more than $1 trillion in cash right now. If a price on carbon moves even 10 percent of that to clean energy, we’ll get a $100 billion stimulus for new jobs in wind, solar and other renewable technologies.  And, this stimulus won’t be government funded.
A price on carbon will increase U.S. market demand for clean technology.  Without that demand, America will continue to lose ground to China, which already controls 60 percent of solar panel manufacturing.

If we return the carbon revenue to all households, we can make this shift to clean energy without placing an economic burden on American families.

It’s time for Congress to enact a revenue-neutral fee on carbon, not just to reduce the greenhouse gases that cause climate change, but to also create the jobs America desperately needs.

Write letters to the editor about 

stimulating jobs with a price on carbon
On Sept. 8, the President presented his proposal to create American jobs. Much of this plan relies on government spending, which Republicans in the House will most likely reject. This presents an opportunity for letters to the editor in our newspapers.

Suggested format for letter:

· Open with a reference to an editorial, front-page article or column about the President’s proposal on jobs.

· Using this month’s laser talk for speaking points, point out that disagreement between the President and the GOP will stymie this proposal and then talk about how we can stimulate jobs in the clean-tech sector without federal expenditures by putting a price on carbon.

· Call upon members of Congress to get to work on a revenue-neutral fee on carbon-based fuels to create jobs and reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Draft and share letters at your meeting to avoid sending letters that sound too much alike.

Optional: View CCL video on writing letters to the editor:

http://citizensclimatelobby.org/node/363 

Write a letter to President Obama to stop the Keystone XL pipeline

During a two-week period, more than 1,000 activists, including CCL volunteers, got themselves arrested in front of the White House while peacefully protesting the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, which would carry oil from the tar sands project in Alberta, Canada, to Houston, Texas.

In support of that protest, write a letter to President Obama asking him to reject the building of the pipeline.

Points that can be made:

· Leaks from the pipeline would endanger environmentally sensitive areas in the Midwest, most importantly the Ogallala aquifer, which supplies drinking water for much of Nebraska.

· Development of the tar sands project is destroying Canada’s Boreal forest, which serves as a carbon sink, and polluting the water used by First Nations people in the region.

· Extraction of the tar sands oil uses much more energy than normal drilling, which releases excessive amounts of CO2 into the atmosphere, contributing to climate change.

· The pipeline would vastly expand development and extraction of tar sands oil and be a serious blow to efforts to reduce greenhouse gases. NASA climatologist James Hansen says “that exploitation of tar sands would make it implausible to stabilize climate and avoid disastrous global climate impacts."

Send letters to:

President Barack Obama

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

� http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/images/ClimateBeliefsMay2011.pdf


� http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2011/0713_clean_economy.aspx





